
Statutory Instrument Mo. 68 o f  1971

T he C ensus Proclamation (C h a pt er  45)

THE CENSUS RULES, 1971
(Published on the Arth June, 1 9 7 1 )

In the exercise of the powers vested in him by section 2 of the Census Proclamation 
(Chapter 45) His Excellency the President has been pleased to make the following 
rules —

1. These rules may be cited as the Census Rules, 1971, and shall apply 
to any census taken in terms of the Proclam ation in 1971.

2. In  these rules, unless the context otherwise requires —
‘census officer” includes any enum erator appointed in writing by the 

Minister.
3. The duties of census officers shall be —
(a) to enum erate persons within Botswana on the days appointed by 

notice in the Gazette under the provisions of section 1 (2) of the 
Proclam ation at such times (excluding the periods between 10 p.m. 
and 6 a.m .) and at such places as may be expedient;

(b) to ask such questions of any person so enum erated as may be 
necessary in order to obtain in respect of such person and, where 
expedient, in respect o f any other person referred to in rule 5, the 
inform ation referred to in rule 4; and

(c) to m ap inhabited areas of Botswana and to include on such maps, 
inter alia, all arable land and cattle post areas.

4. The inform ation to be obtained by a census officer in respect of any 
person shall be the inform ation specified in the First Schedule.

5. Every person questioned by a census officer in any house or dwelling 
shall, if so required by the census officer —

(a) give to the best ofhis knowledge and belief the information referred 
to in rule 4 in respect of any mem ber of the household in such house 
or dwelling who is absent from Botswana at the time of questioning 
by such officer; and in addition shall answer to the best o f his 
knowledge and belief the question whether such mem ber has been, 
or is likely to be, absent for less than one year or has been absent 
for more than one year; and shall answer to the best o fh is  know­
ledge and belief the question w hat industry such m em ber is 
employed in ; and

(b) give to the best ofhis knowledge and belief the inform ation referred 
to in rule 4 in respect of any other person who spent the preceding 
night at that house or dwelling.
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6. A census officer may require any person over the age of twelve years 
to give the inform ation required by these rules.

7. A schedule in the form of the Second Schedule to these rules is 
prescribed for the purposes of section 5 and, in so far a t it is applicable, 
for the purposes of sections 6 and 8 of the Proclamation.

8. Any person who, w ithout reasonable cause —
(a) fails to supply any information required by these rules; or
(b) gives any inform ation which he knows to be false or does not 

believe to be true to any census officer acting in the performance of 
his du ty ; or

(c) wilfully obstructs any census officer in the performance of his duty; 
shall be guilty of an  offence and liable on conviction to a fine of R20.

9. The Census Rules, 1963, are revoked.

F IR S T  SCH ED U LE
(rule 4)

Names
Relationship to head of household
W hether resident or visitor
Nationality
Sex
A g e

Standard  of education 
O ccupation
W hether self-employed or family worker 
M anner or mode of paym ent if employed 
M arital status
Details of live births (in the case of women aged fifteen years or more)
W hether parents are alive
Details o f agricultural holdings and activity
Industry



SECOND SCH ED U LE
(rule 7)

mtm REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA

CENSUS PROCLAMATION (CHAPTER 4S) 

THE CENSUS RULES, 197 I
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

NAME OF VILLAGE OR LOCALITY

duration o f  w sero

row  i  tignetur* : _

ANSWER 'YES' OR 'NO'

DO ANY MEMBERS Of THIS FAMILY MANAGE ANY CATTLE ?

DO ANT MEMBERS Of THIS FAMILY HAVE ANT SHEER OR GOATS ?

DID THEY PLOUGH IN ANY Of THE LAST 3 TEARS ? (>• Mia, I.re/T.)

IS THEBE A RADIO IN ROBBING OROSR IN THE HOUSE ?



P.L. Steenkamp, 
Acting Permanent Secretary

Office of the President, GABORONE. 
19th M ay, 1971.
7.2/7/178


